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From The President's Desk

NIAKING THE DREAN'I REAL

A Year Of Pr Ancl Chirllenses
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I i1 strlrte-uic plarr t() r)l{)\ c lltc rr'!r.tttizir-

tion fbnvard by partnerin-c u,ith corporate

Arnerica. increasin-e membership, and

afliliatin-s with non-proflt music related

organizations. The improvement of our

own infrastluctnre also remains one of m1'

most hi-ehest priorities. The success of the

2001 NASPAAM conf-erence at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Binnin-sham ,eives some

indication that the strategic plan is working. We must not rest on our laurels but continue to

build by becorning more corrrnitted to NASPAAM in the area of GIVING.

ur generosity as music educators may be the bcst r-neasLrre of our hr,unanity. More and

nrore prof-essionals. man'iecl and single. are reaching olrt to Iess fbrtunate individLrals

by GIVING. Unlike the previor-rs -renerations of philanthropists, e.g.. Rockef'eller,

Astors. and Getty, who gave monel, atter ther u,'ere deceased. new givers are plain ordinary

people like you and me. who dole out nronev nhile they are still alive.In fact. many are

par-tin-e with their money at a relativell 1'oun-u a-re. Charitable gifts by Americans totaled $ 190

billion in 1999 equivalent to one-thrd of the domestic f-ederal budget. or 2c/c of our national

income. That's a Iong. lon-e u,ay fiom a 107r biblical tithe! It is not just the wealthy and enffepreneur-

ial elite like Bill Gates (Microsoft) and Ted Tr-uner (AOL- Time Wamer) who are giving.

verage Arnericars like you and I continue to step up by giving monetuily or

volunteering our services. "Let's not just praise billionailts," says General Colin

l. 'This has bcen Arnerican cultue monrs and pops who are volunteering and

Givine". People give tbr ntany rcasons nzrmely: recognition. tax brelks, belief in a callse, gr-rilt, self-

satistaction. peer prcssluc. one-Lrpmanship. to show appreciation. fbr emotional leasons, out of habit

and f'e:r. or in search of salvation. However'. the most imporlant reason that people give is because
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